
www.seagulljournals.com        Vol 3       Issue 6        June 2026               ISSN : 2584-1963 

 
Impact Factor = 4.101  

 
1 

 

 

 

Changing Pattern of Cropping in Maharashtra : A Study at a Glance 

Devanand  Gajanan Nagare,  

Research scholar  

&  

Dr. P.Y.Shinde 

Associate Professor 

U.G., P.G.& Research Center, Dept. of Geography, 

Sant Dnyaneshwar Mahavidyalaya, Soegaon, 

Dist.Chhatrapti Sambhajinagar 

 

Abstract: 

 Agriculture has a vital place in Indian economy and is one of the main sources of national 

income. About 56 per cent population is directly and indirectly engaged in agricultural. Land 

use pattern indicates how efficiently the land use resources available to the farmers were 

utilized. The land utilization pattern also indicates the area available for the cultivation, gross 

copped area and cropping intensity. The main aim of the present paper is to identify the 

changes of agricultural land use pattern in Maharashtra State during fifty year periods from 

1960-61 to 2021-22.The present study is based on the secondary source of data. The district 

has been taken as a unit for analysis the pattern of cropping intensity in the study area. During 

the span of fifty years periods, the cropping pattern in Maharashtra is changed on large scale. 

During this period the area under cereals crops is decreased by 19.07 % and other hand during 

same period’s area under cash crops (7.73 %) and oilseeds (6.1 %) is increased. It means area 

under traditional crops is replaced by commercial crops. Main cause for changing in cropping 

pattern is development of irrigation facilities therefore area under irrigation is increased by 

9.6 % during same periods. When single crop is considered, it is found that area under jowar 

(17.13 %) is maximum decreased during study period and other hand area under soybeans 

increased (12.61 %) during same periods 
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